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30 Afghan refu

ZUBAIR QURESHI
he National Sci-
ence and Tech-

nolo, Park
(NSTP)-NUST hosted
a graduation ceremo-
ny to celebrate the
achievements of 30
Afghan refugee grad-
uates, marking the
successful completion
of the UNHCR-funded
Poverty  Graduation
Programme.

The initiative, led
by the Pakistan Pov-
erty Alleviation Fund
(PPAF) and implement-
ed by IDEA, aims to em-
|:m'rshkrghan refugees
throu entrepreneur-
ial skills development
and support for sustain-
able livelihoods

The ceremony rec-
ognlzcd the remark-
able journcy of 30
startups, which under-
went four months of
intensive training and
mentorship.  Notable
dignitaries at the event
included Mr. Sohail-
Sajid, Country Head
of Turkish Acrospace
Industries; Dr. Usman
Hassan, Pro-Rector
Academics, NUST; Mr.
Arshad Rashid, Chief
Programmes,  PPAF;
Ms. Saadia Tariq, Pro-
ject Manager, PPAF; Mr.
Muhammad Riaz, Live-

lihood and Economic
Inclusion Officer, UN-
HCR; and Mr. Muham-
mad Ammad, Execu-
tive Director, IDEA.
The event was at-
tended by Dr. Usman
Hassan, Pro-Rector Ac-
ademics, NUST as the
Chief Guest, and Mr. So-
hailSajid, CEO of Turkish
Aerospace Industries as
lhecueslo[ Honor.
speakers
hlghllghted the pro-
gramme’s  significant
impact in fostering
self-reliance, resil-
ience, and sustainable
livelihoods for Afghan
refugees in Pakistan,
Dr. Hassan  e¢x-
pressed his admiration
for the participants’
dedication and resil-
ience, emphasizing
the critical role of
entreprencurship  in
empowering youth
and building stronger
communities. Mr. Mu-
hammad Riaz, Live-
lihood and Economic
Inclusion Officer at UN-
HCR, highlighted the
importance of the En-
treprencurship Skllls
ogram in ¢m

4han refy

youth. “Through t is
initiative, UNHCR has
equipped young refu-
gees with the skills and
resources they need to

create sustainable live-
lihoods, enabling them
to build a better future,
The graduates are now
empowered to drive
positive chamsc in their
communities,” he sald.
Mr. Arshad Rashid,
Chief Programmes at
PPAF, thanked UNHCR
for its longstanding
partnership with PPAF
since 2017, emphasiz-
ing the shared com-
mitment to improving
the livelihoods of mar-
lnallzed pulatlons.
pro shared

that the program had
achieved a 54% grad-
uation rate out of pov-
crty among its ben-

cficiaries,  alongside
significant  improve-
ments in  household

Income and the quality
of productive assets,
“This graduation cer-
cmony represents not
only the completion
of a training program
but the beginning of a
new chapter for these
entreprencurial gradu-
ates,” he remarked.
ceremony  also
featured s from
representatives of IDEA,
with Mr. Ammad, Ex-
ccutive Director, com-
mending  NSTP-NUST
for its exceptional role in
providing  high-quality
training and mentorship.

startups pass out at NSTP-NUST
under UNHCR-PPAF poverty graduation programme

He stressed the impor-

tance of such pi ms
in  preparing  Afghan
refugees to

entrepreneurial  chal-

ups and Youth program
provided a comprehen-
sive curriculum cover-
ing customer discovery,
market research, busi-
ness model development,
and financial planning,
Participants  received
hands-on guidance from
experienced trainers
and industry experts,
ensuring they were well-
equipped to launch and
sustain their startups.
The highlight of the
event was the distribu-
tion of cheques worth
PKR 400,000 to cach
graduating participant
as seed funding to help
graduates further de-
velop their businesses.
The ceremony
serves as a testament
to the transforma-
tive impact of the
UNHCR-PPAF  Pover-
ty Graduation Pro-
gramme, which has
successfully  empow-
cred Afghan refugees,
providing them with
the skills and support
necessary to build a
brighter future.
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Graduation Ceremony of Afghan
Refugees Youth at NSTP-NUST

The National Sciesce and Technology Park
(NSTP)-NUST recently hosted 2 graduation
ceremeony 10 celebrate the achievements of 30
Aghan refugee graduates, marking the successful completion of
the UNHCR-funded Poverty Graduation Programnse. This initia-
tive, led by the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Foad (PPAF) and
implemented by IDEA, aims to empower Afghan refugees

throegh entrepreneurial skills development and support for sus-
taknable Bvelhoods. The recogained the remariable
mm

Journey of 30 startups, which months of inten-
sive training and mestorship, Notable dignitaries at the event
incleded Mr, Sohail Sajid, Country Head of Tarkish Acrwspace
Industries; Dr. Usiman Hassan, Pro-Rector Academics, NUST;
Mr. Arshad Rashid, Chief Programmes, PPAF; Ms. Saadia Tany,
Project Manager, PPAF; Mr., Muhammad Riaz, Livelibood and
Economic Inclusion Officer, UNHCR: and Mr. Mubasumad
Ammad, Exocutive Disector, IDEA The event was graced by Dr,
Usmuan Hassan, Pro-Rector Academics, NUST, who served as the
Chief Guest, and Mr. Sohail Sajid, CED of Turkish Acrespace
Industries, who ed as the Goest of Homer.
Distingaished highlighted the program’s significant
impact in fostering self-reliance, resilience, and sustainable
Wh@mﬂuhw}lmw
his admisation for the participants’ dedication and resiiience,
emphasining the critical role of entreprencurship in empowering
vouth and building strosger communitics Mr, Mubammad
Riaz, Livelihood and Economic [nclusion Officer at UNHCR,
highlighted the importance of the Entreprencurship Skills
Program in ecmpowering Afghan refugee youth. “Through this
initiative, UNHCR bas equipped young refugees with the
skills and resources they need to create sustainable livell-
hoods, enabling them to build a better future,
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hosted a graduation ceremony to celebrate the achievements of 30 Afghan refugee graduates,
marking the successful completion of the UNHCR-funded Poverty Graduation Programme.

This initiative, led by the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and implemented by IDEA, aims to
empower Afghan refugees through entrepreneurial skills development and support for sustainable
livelihoods.

The ceremony recognized the remarkable journey of 30 startups, which underwent four months of
intensive training and mentorship. Notable dignitaries at the event included Mr. Sohail Sajid, Country
Head of Turkish Aerospace Industries; Dr. Usman Hassan, Pro-Rector Academics, NUST; Arshad
Rashid, Chief Programmes, PPAF; Ms. Saadia Tariq, Project Manager, PPAF; Muhammad Riaz,
Livelihood and Economic Inclusion Officer, UNHCR; and Muhammad Ammad, Executive Director,
IDEA.

The event was graced by Dr. Usman Hassan, Pro-Rector Academics, NUST, who served as the Chief
Guest, and Sohail Sajid, CEO of Turkish Aerospace Industries, who participated as the Guest of Honor.
Distinguished speakers highlighted the program’s significant impact in fostering self-reliance,
resilience, and sustainable livelihoods for Afghan refugees in Pakistan.

Dr. Hassan expressed his admiration for the participants’ dedication and resilience, emphasizing the
critical role of entrepreneurship in empowering youth and building stronger communities.

Muhammad Riaz, Livelihood and Economic Inclusion Officer at UNHCR, highlighted the importance of
the Entrepreneurship Skills Program in empowering Afghan refugee youth. “Through this initiative,
UNHCR has equipped young refugees with the skills and resources they need to create sustainable
livelihoods, enabling them to build a better future. The graduates are now empowered to drive

positive change in their communities,” he said.
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Graduation Ceremony of Afghan Refugee
Youth at Institute of Management Sciences
Peshawar Highlighting the Impact of the
UNHCR-PPAF Poverty Graduation Program

W INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT SCIENCES

RAWALPINDI (ANI1) Under the
UNHCR-funded Poverly Graduation
Program, led by the Pakistan Poverty
Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and imple-
mented by IDEA, the Institute of
Management Sciences (IM Sciences),
Peshawar, hosted a graduation cere-
mony lo celebrale the achievements
of 30 Afghan refugee graduates.
These individuals successfully com-
pleted  an  Enterprise  Startup
Support and Entrepreneurial Skills
Training Program, designed to
empower Afghan youth by enhanc-
ing their business development
capabilities and contributing to
Afghanislan’s suslainable economic
growth.

In his welcoming address, Prof.
Dr. Usman Ghani, Director of IM
Sciences, emphasized the institu-
tion’s commitment to fostering
impactful initiatives thal contribule
to the socio-economic empowerment
of marginalized communities. He
lauded Lhe collaboralion between IM
Sciences, UNHCR, and PPAF as a
model for addressing critical chal-
lenges such as unemployment and
skill development among Afghan
refugees.

Dr. Qazi Waheed uz Zaman, Head
of the Business Incubation Center at
1M Sciences, provided a comprehen-
sive overview of the UNHCR-PPAF
partnership program, outlining its
milestones over the past five years.
He highlighted how this partnership
has supported thousands of refugee
households  through innovative

interventions, including asset trans-
fers, skills Lraining, and entrepre-
neurship development.

Addressing the audience, Mr.
Arshad Rashid, Chief Programs at
PPAF, emphasized the program’s
alignment with national and inter-
national development goals, particu-
larly its focus on gender inclusion
and sustainable poverty alleviation.
He shared findings from the latest
impact assessment, revealing a 54%
graduation rate out of poverty
among the beneficiaries, along with
slgnlfn‘mt increases in houschold
income and productive asset quality.

Mr. Shakeel Safi, Commissioner
for Afghan Refugees in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, expressed his com-
mitment to supporting refugees
and assured that the
Commissionerate’s doors would
always be open for such inilialives.
He emphasized his willingness to
promote refugee ideas on various
platforms, including the Chamber
of Commerce. Additionally, he
expressed interest in collaborating
with IM Sciences on  activities
aimed at refugee welfare. Mr. Safi
extended his gratitude to UNHCR,
PPAF, and IDEA for organizing this
meaningful  program and reaf-
firmed CAR’s readiness to work
closely with PPAF and UNHCR to
enhance refugee welfare.

Mr. Muhammad Riaz, Livelihood
and Economic Inclusion Officer for
UNHCR, stated that UNHCR
employs the unique Poverty

Graduation Approach to deliver sus-
lainable livelihood supporl to the
most vulnerable Afghan refugee
groups, including women, youth,
and smallholder farmers. This initia-
tive empowers them to build liveli-
hoods, increase incomes, and diver-
sify assels, enabling sleady progress
out of poverty.

Mr. Sohrab Altaf, Field Associate
for UNHCR, echoed these senti-
ments by sharing inspiring stories of
beneficiaries who overcame adver-
sity to establish sustainable liveli-
hoods. He underscored the impor-
tance of continued investment in
initiatives that empower refugees (o
contribute positively to their com-
munities. He added that this final
session and  closing  ceremony
marked the successful completion of
the training program, showcasing
the scholars’ polential and their
readiness to make an impact in the
business startup ecosysten.

Mr. Amad, Execulive Direclor of
IDEA, highlighted the role of inno-
vation and entrepreneurship in the
program’s success. He called for sus-
tained collaboration among all
stakeholders to expand the pro-
gram’s reach and ensure the long-
term socio-economic integration of
Afghan refugees. He assured that
IDEA would actively support the
development of hn_k.\ng with the
private sector and remain commit-
ted to helping these startups scale
their  operations  both  within
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

osperity
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Graduation Ceremony of Afghan Refugee
Youth at IM Sciences Peshawar Celebrates
Success of UNHCR-PPAF Poverty
Graduation Program

STAFF REPORTER- PESHAWAR: of the Business Incubation Center at  Approach in providing sustainable
The Institute of Mdndgenwnt TM Sciences, pro\"ided an overview livelihood support to vulnerable
Sciences (IM  Sciences) Peshawar of the partnership’s achievements Afghan refugees, including women
recently hosted a graduation cere- over the past five years, highlighting and youth.

mony to mark the successful comple- how the program has supported ref- Mr. Sohrab Altaf, Field Associate
tion of the Enterprise Start-up ugee households through asset for UNHCR, shared success stories
Support and Entrepreneurial Skills transfers, skills training, and entre- of beneficiaries who overcame
Training Program, part of the preneurship development. adversity to establish sustainable
UNHCR-funded Poverty Graduation Mr. Arshad Rashid, Chief livelihoods, underscoring the pro-
Program, led by the Pakistan Poverty Programs at PPAF, shared key find- gram’s role in empowering refugees
Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and imple- ings from the program’s latestimpact  to contribute positively to their com-
mented hy TDEA. The event cele- assessment, revealing a 54% gmduu— munities.

brated the achievements of 30 tion rate out of poverty among the Mr. Amad, Executive Director of
Afghan refugee graduates, who are beneficiaries, along with significant TDEA, stressed the importance of
now equipped with business devel- improvements in household income innovation and entrepreneurship in
opment skills to contribute to and assetquality. the program'’s success and called for
Afghanistan’s sustainable economic Mr. Shakeel Safi, Commissioner continued collaboration to expand
growth. In his address, Prof. Dr. for Afghan Refugees in Khyber the program’s reach and ensure the
Usman Ghani, Director of IM Pakhtunkhwa, reiterated his com- long-term socio-economic integra-
Sciences, emphasized the institu- mitment to supporting refugees and tion of Afghan refugees.

Llion’s role in empowering marginal- expressed his willingness to collabo- This ceremony marked a signifi-
ized communities and praised the rate with IM Sciences on future ini- cant milestone in the efforts lo
collaborative efforts of IM Sciences, tiatives aimed at refugee welfare. empower Afghan refugees, provid-
UNHCR, and PPAF in ..iddressing Mr. Muhammad Riaz, Tivelihood ing them with the tools and support
critical challenges such as unem- and Economic Inclusion Officer for to succeed in business and contrib-
ployment and skill development. UNHCR, emphasized the impor- ute to their communities” economic

Dr. Qazi Waheed uz Zaman, Head tance of the Poverty Graduation resilience.
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Youth at Institute of Management Sciences
Peshawar Highlighting the Impact of the
UNHCR-PPAF Poverty Graduation Program
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the Institute of Management Sciences (IM

Sciences), Peshawar, hosted a graduation
ceremony to celebrate the achievements of 30 Afghan refugee graduates. These individuals
successfully completed an Enterprise Start-up Support and Entrepreneurial Skills Training Program,
designed to empower Afghan youth by enhancing their business development capabilities and
contributing to Afghanistan’s sustainable economic growth.

In his welcoming address, Prof. Dr. Usman Ghani, Director of IM Sciences, emphasized the
institution’s commitment to fostering impactful initiatives that contribute to the socio-economic

empowerment of marginalized communities. He lauded the collaboration between IM Sciences,
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Graduation Ceremony of
Afghan Refugee Youth
Highlights Impact of
UNHCR-PPAF Poverty
Graduation Program

JATION CEREMONY

PESHAWAR
STAFF REPORT

Under the UNHCR-funded Poverty Graduation
Program, led by the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation
Fund (PPAF) and implemented by IDEA, the
Institute of Management Sciences (IM Sciences),
Peshawar, hosted a graduation ceremony to
celebrate the achievements of 30 Afghan refugee
graduates. These individuals successfully completed
an Enterprise Start-up Support and Entreprencurial
Skills Training Program, designed to empower
Afghan youth by enhancing their business
development capabilities and contributing to
Afghanistan's sustainable economic growth.In his
welcoming address, Prof. Dr. Usman Ghani,
Director of IM Sciences, emphasized the
institution’s commitment.
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